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Today, sunshine through high 
clouds, high 48. Tonight, turning 
clear and moonlit, low 40. Tomor- 
row, partly to mostly sunny, milder, 
high 51. Weather map is on Page A19. 
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¢.0.2 SCRAMBLES 
TO PUSH TAX BILL 
THROUGH SENATE 


A RUSH TO MAKE DEALS 


Passage Is Expected for 
Broadest Overhaul in 
Generations 


This article is by Jim Tankersley, 
Thomas Kaplan and Alan Rappe- 
port. 


WASHINGTON — The Senate 
appeared on the cusp of passing 
the most sweeping tax rewrite in 
generations, with Republicans li- 
ning up to approve an overhaul 
that will touch almost every cor- 
ner of the United States economy, 
affecting families, small business 
owners and multinational corpo- 
rations, with the biggest benefits 
flowing to the highest-earning 
Americans. 

Senate leaders were still rewrit- 
ing parts of the bill late Friday, and 
lawmakers received a nearly 500- 
page bill containing significant 
changes just hours before a 
planned vote. The last-minute re- 
visions prompted an outcry from 
Democrats, who said it was im- 
possible — and irresponsible — 
for lawmakers to read, digest and 
vote on a significant piece of legis- 
lation in such a short period of 
time. Several took to social media 
to attack their Republican col- 
leagues. 

Senator Jon Tester, Democrat of 
Montana, called it “Washington 
D.C. at its worst” in a video in 
which he held up a page of the bill 
with handwritten changes scrib- 
bled in the margins. 

“This is unbelievable, we’re do- 
ing massive tax reform on an ab- 
solute incredible timeline,” he 
said. “This is going to affect every- 
body in this country.” 

Senator Claire McCaskill, Dem- 
ocrat of Missouri, posted a list of 
amendments to the bill on her 
Twitter account and cried foul 
over the fact that she got it froma 
lobbyist, not from her colleagues 
across the aisle. 

“None of us have seen this list, 
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Estimated cost of 
Senate tax plan 
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Debt Concerns, 
Often a Driver, 
Take Back Seat 


G.O.P. Puts a Tax Win 
Ahead of Core Tenet 


By BINYAMIN APPELBAUM 


WASHINGTON — In 2009, 
almost every Republican in 
Congress opposed a $787 billion 
stimulus plan in the midst of an 
economic crisis because they 

said it would cause 

NEWS a dangerous in- 

ANALYSIS crease in the fed- 
eral debt. 

“Yesterday the Senate cast one 
of the most expensive votes in 
history,” Senator Mitch McCon- 
nell, the minority leader, said at 
the time. “Americans are won- 
dering how we’re going to pay 
for all this.” 

Nine years later, during one of 
the longest economic expansions 
in American history, almost 
every Republican in Congress — 
including Mr. McConnell, now 
the majority leader — is set to 
vote for a tax plan that is project- 
ed to cause an even larger in- 
crease in the federal debt. 

Republicans got to that ex- 
traordinary point by a tangled 
path. First they argued that the 
tax cuts would stimulate the 
economy enough to pay for 
themselves, only to be con- 
fronted on Thursday with a re- 
port that said the cuts would add 
$1 trillion to the deficit over a 
decade. That bad news led to 
last-minute convulsions and a 
frantic search for more revenue. 

But in the end, it looked as 
though the political imperative to 
pass what would be the only 
major piece of legislation of 
President Trump’s first year, 
along with a near-religious Re- 
publican belief in tax cuts, would 
override their previous concerns 
about fiscal prudence. 

All but one Republican senator, 
Bob Corker of Tennessee, ap- 
peared set to vote for the bill on 
Friday. 

The House and the Senate 
would still have to reach final 
agreement on the details, and 
Mr. Trump would have to sign his 
name, but the Republican Party 
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FLYNN PLEADS GUILTY; WILL AID INQUIRY 
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Michael T. Flynn leaving court on Friday after pleading guilty to lying to the F.B.I. about conversations with the Russian ambassador. 


WHITE HOUSE MEMO 


A Thunderclap Sneaks Up on Trump 


By PETER BAKER 
and MAGGIE HABERMAN 


WASHINGTON — At his 
Mar-a-Lago private club over the 
Thanksgiving weekend, Presi- 
dent Trump appeared happy and 
relaxed, relieved to be away from 
the stresses of Washington. His 
mind was partly on the Russia 
investigation that had irritated 
him for months. But he insisted 
to friends that it would soon 
wrap up and clear him of wrong- 
doing. 

A week later, the guilty plea of 
his former national security 
adviser, Michael T. Flynn, 
seemed to shatter that hopeful 
prediction. The investigation 
hardly seems close to ending, 
and news that Mr. Flynn is co- 
operating with prosecutors sent 
shivers through Mr. Trump’s 
team. While the legal danger 
remains uncertain, the investiga- 
tion, at the very least, has 
wrought grievous political dam- 
age to his presidency. 

The fall of Mr. Flynn, who was 
once so close to Mr. Trump that 
he was considered a viable 
prospect to be his vice-presiden- 


Investigation on Russia 
Intrudes on a Day of 
Legislative Promise 


tial running mate, came on a day 
that should have been a moment 
of triumph for the president. 
After months of stymied ambi- 
tions on Capitol Hill, he appeared 
to have secured enough votes to 
pass his tax cut plan in the Sen- 
ate, advancing what, if it ulti- 
mately reaches his desk, will be 
his most far-reaching legislative 
accomplishment since he took 
office. 

In the end, the tax plan may 
resonate more powerfully with 
the public than the legal woes of 
a former presidential aide; at 
least Mr. Trump’s team hopes so. 
But for the moment, at least, 
watching one of their own hauled 
before a judge dampened any 
celebration over developments in 
Congress. It raised uncomfort- 
able questions about what Mr. 
Flynn might be telling the spe- 
cial counsel, Robert S. Mueller 


III. And it could easily distract a 
president not exactly known for 
a disciplined political and policy- 
making operation. 

“These kinds of threats to the 
presidency cast a pall over all 
other activities in a White 
House,” said former Representa- 
tive Vic Fazio, Democrat of Cali- 
fornia. “In this administration, it 
may lead Trump to become more 
unhinged and even less focused 
on the pressing issues of the 
day.” 

Still, former Representative 
Mickey Edwards, Republican of 
Oklahoma, said Mr. Trump’s 
unconventional political appeal 
might yet minimize the conse- 
quences that other presidents 
might have endured. 

“In any normal White House, 
and with any normal basis for 

Continued on Page A15 


‘He’s Not Leaving’ 


The president rejected reports 
that he was planning to fire his 
secretary of state, saying, “We 
work well together.” Page A13. 


‘A Bad Joke’: Corruption Battle 
Stalls in Mexico, Watchdogs Say 


By AZAM AHMED 


MEXICO CITY — Mexico’s 
landmark anti-corruption drive, 
inaugurated by President En- 
rique Peña Nieto under intense 
pressure to answer the scandals 
jolting his administration, is being 
blocked by the government’s re- 
fusal to cooperate on some of the 
biggest cases facing the nation, 
according to members of the com- 
mission coordinating the effort. 

Attempts to look into the use of 
government surveillance technol- 
ogy against civilians, the embez- 
zlement of tens of millions of dol- 
lars through public universities 
and allegations of widespread 
bribery to win construction con- 
tracts have all been thwarted, 
commission members Say. 

Marred by scandals that have 
embroiled his administration, his 
allies and even his own family, Mr. 
Peña Nieto agreed to the creation 
of a broad anti-corruption system 
last year that was enshrined in the 
Constitution, a watershed mo- 
ment in Mexico. 


But after nine months of push- 
ing to examine the kind of corrup- 
tion that ignited public outrage 
and brought the new watchdog 
into existence, some of its most 
prominent members say they 
have been stymied every step of 
the way, unable to make the most 
basic headway. 

After announcing the new sys- 
tem with great fanfare, they say, 
the government is now refusing to 
allow any serious investigations 
into its actions. 

“They are panicked that maybe 
we will go too hard and unravel 
something, find individuals re- 
sponsible for corrupt acts,” José 
Octavio López said. He worked in 
the administration the last time 
Mr. Peña Nieto’s party held the 
presidency, in the 1990s, and is 
now part of the new National Anti- 
Corruption System. 

“They are used to appointing 
someone they control,’ Mr. López 
said of the government. But when 
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A Plagiarism Case With Sex, Lies and Spyware 


By ALEXANDRA ALTER 


Emma Cline’s 2016 novel “The 
Girls” was, by any measure, a tri- 
umphant debut. The novel, which 
takes place in California in the 
1960s and centers on a teenage 
girl who falls into a Charles Man- 
son-like cult, sold to Random 
House for seven figures in a three- 
book deal, and spent three months 
on the New York Times best-seller 
list. Ms. Cline, who was 27 when 
the novel came out, was celebrat- 
ed as a major new talent. 

But for the last two years, her 
success has been overshadowed, 
in private, by legal threats levied 
against her by a former boyfriend, 
Chaz Reetz-Laiolo. 

This week, that long simmering 
dispute became glaringly public, 
when Ms. Cline and Mr. Reetz- 
Laiolo filed dueling lawsuits in 
federal court in San Francisco. In 
his complaint, Mr. Reetz-Laiolo, 
who is also a writer, claims that 
Ms. Cline plagiarized phrases and 
scene structures from him that ap- 
pear in “The Girls,” and used spy- 
ware to read his email and other 
personal documents. Ms. Cline’s 


NATHAN BAJAR FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Emma Cline’s debut novel “The Girls” was a best seller in 2016. 


publisher and Scott Rudin Pro- 
ductions, which optioned the 
screen rights to “The Girls,” are 
also named in the suit, which 
seeks unspecified damages. 

Ms. Cline’s countersuit calls the 
claims “ludicrous,” and says that 
the suit was motivated by jeal- 
ousy, and marks the culmination 


of Mr. Reetz-Laiolo’s continuing 
effort to threaten and intimidate 
her into paying him a large sum of 
money. 

Random House issued a state- 
ment in support of Ms. Cline, say- 
ing that “there is no basis to the 
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A Onetime Senior 
Official Will 


Cooperate 


By MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
and ADAM GOLDMAN 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump’s former national security 
adviser, Michael T. Flynn, pleaded 
guilty on Friday to lying to the 
FB.I. about conversations with 
the Russian ambassador last De- 
cember, becoming the first senior 
White House official to cut a co- 
operation deal in the special coun- 
sel’s wide-ranging inquiry into 
election interference. 

Mr. Flynn’s discussions with 
Sergey I. Kislyak, the Russian am- 
bassador, were part of a coordi- 
nated effort by Mr. Trump’s aides 
to create foreign policy before 
they were in power, documents re- 
leased as part of Mr. Flynn’s plea 
agreement show. Their efforts un- 
dermined the existing policy of 
President Barack Obama and 
flouted a warning from a senior 
Obama administration official to 
stop meddling in foreign affairs 
before the inauguration. 

The documents do not disclose 
what Mr. Trump knew about Mr. 
Flynn’s discussions. But in at least 
one instance, prosecutors say, Mr. 
Flynn was directed by a “very 
senior member” of the presiden- 
tial transition team to discuss a 
United Nations resolution. Mr. 
Trump’s lawyers believe that un- 
named aide was Mr. Trump’s son- 
in-law and close adviser, Jared 
Kushner, according to a lawyer 
briefed on the matter. 

The transition team was led by 
Vice President Mike Pence. Its top 
members included Mr. Kushner; 
Reince Priebus, Mr. Trump’s first 
chief of staff; and K.T. McFarland, 
who was Mr. Flynn’s deputy and 
was later appointed to be the am- 
bassador to Singapore. Mr. Flynn 
spoke to Ms. McFarland about an- 
other of his conversations with 
Mr. Kislyak, according to the law- 
yer. 

Mr. Flynn’s decision to plead 
guilty to lying to investigators 
about those conversations 
marked a significant new phase in 
the investigation of the special 
counsel, Robert S. Mueller III, and 
a politically treacherous develop- 
ment for the president and his 
closest aides, whose activities in 
the West Wing are being scruti- 
nized by F.B.I. agents, lawmakers, 
federal prosecutors and the me- 
dia. 

The admissions by Mr. Flynn 
have the potential to reshape the 
public’s understanding of what 
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Pondering Motives in Egypt 


Residents in Sinai said religious ten- 
sions and revenge were probably be- 


hind the deadliest attack in modern 
Egyptian history last week. 


U.S. Embassy to Stay in Tel Aviv 


President Trump also plans to become 
the first president to recognize Jerusa- 
PAGE A6 


lem as the capital of Israel. 
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NATIONAL A9-16 


senting an accuser. 


A Heated Case in California 


Even after the acquittal of an undocu- 
mented immigrant in a woman’s shoot- 
ing death, officials are loath to change 
the state’s sanctuary policies. 


Moore Finds Rival From Afar 


As he fights claims of misconduct, Roy 
S. Moore has vilified the lawyer repre- 
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sters and Broadway stars. 


A Steakhouse’s Sizzling Past 


A restaurateur has dug into the history 
of Gallaghers, once a hangout for gang- 
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SPORTSSATURDAY D1-6 


New Manager for Yankees 
The Yankees were said to have picked 
Aaron Boone, an ESPN broadcaster 
who as a player hit an unforgettable 
playoff home run for the club. 


32 Teams and One Goal 


The draw for the 2018 World Cup sorts 
the field of 32 countries into eight first- 
round groups. A primer. 


BUSINESS DAY B1-6 


Defensive Over Lauer Firing 


Two NBC News executives took steps 
to quell in-house suspicions over their 
handling of the “Today” host. 


Rural China Catches Up 


New roads and farming changes have 
overlooked areas ready to grow. PAGE Bl 
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Museum Gifts and Opioids 


Should institutions vet donors? A con- 


THIS WEEKEND 


PAGES D2-3 


temporary case study. PAGE Cl 
EDITORIAL, OP-ED A22-23 
Ehud Barak PAGE A23 


354613 


ie) 9 


